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This is STATIC. The wonderful team of collaborators and 
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Station Manager 


Allison Parrish 
Treasurer 
Leda Hinkle 


STATIC is a project of the past that we’re bringing back with 


such badass kids who understand what it’s like to be the odd 
a whole new twist. 


A special shout out to the families of all of our DJs for having 
one out. 


campus partners have aided in putting this together, and we 
couldn’t be any more excited to share this with you. 

And trust me, you’re going to want in on this. 

so don’t tune out just yet. - D.W. 


We’ve got plenty in store, 
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All music enthusiasts have those special songs. The ones that aren’t really songs, but more so out-of-body 
experiences. Of course that is the strange, beautiful power of music. It can produce an aural representation of 
emotions that impact us unlike any other art form. Our amygdalas are super sensitive to sound-it’s the 
scientific proof that we have strong emotional connections with the music we listen to! There are some songs 
that are remarkable to us because of personal experience, and most songs we can agree, as a culture, are 


absolute bangers. 


1. To start, Heroes by Bowie is THE tunnel song (iykyk). Naturally, this track had to 
be first. It is the perfect anthem for the youth. Even with a chord progression that 
gets better every listen, I still wish I could go back and hear it for the first time. The 
groovy feedback guitar and subtle tambourine is reminiscent of The Velvet 
Underground, but with a more glam rock sound. The contrasting lyrics of, “just for 
one day,” and yet, “forever and ever,” tell a story of fleeting joy and the unsteady 
ups and downs that coincide with the coming of age (however it’s deeply ironic if 
you know the real background to these lyrics). I highly recommend listening to 
Heroes driving at sunset with the windows down at full volume. 


5. Call It Fate, Call It Karma by The Strokes Is such a gem! Defining a genre for this 
one is quite difficult; it is one of a kind. It sounds like a forgotten memory or dream 
of a captivating lost love. Lyrics like, “Can I stay in your light just for a while,” 
absolutely add to that feeling. The angelic vocals of Julian Casablancas mix 
perfectly with the vintage sound of mellotron keyboard. This song is from their LP 
called Comedown Machine, from 2013. Headphones are highly recommended for 


this listen. 
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a. Hasier-Grizzly Bear. lam a diehard Grizzly Bear fan. This band is truly a 
rare breed of musical genius. Largely attributed to their eclectic use of genre, 
Grizzly Bear combines elements from all corners of music and creates a new 
sound: often melancholic while extraordinarily triumphant. The intricacies of 
their production needs to be known! All of their releases are works of art, but 
this one is my personal favorite. “Easier” is the intro track from the 2006 
studio album Yellow House, released on Warp Records. It has a brilliant piano 
and flute instrumental that carries the acoustic melody, accompanied by the 
harmonizing vocals of all four band members. If you allow it, the track is sure 
to overwhelm your ears and turn into something that touches your soul. 


4. Sea, Swallow me-Cocteau Twins and Harold Budd: This song is one glorious 
example of the genius that is Elizabeth Fraser, the lead vocalist and lyricist of 
Cocteau Twins. She is globally recognized as an unprecedented visionary, and 
rightfully so. All of Fraser’s projects are glittering harmonies that ignite 
feelings you didn’t know were possible to feel. The track awakens a wild 
inexplicable feeling of nostalgic euphoria. “Sea, Swallow Me” is the intro track 
on the 1986 collaboration album The Moon and the Melodies, signed with 44D 
Records. It’s one of the more ambient compositions compared to the band’s 
other work, (besides Victorialand, released the same year). This is credited to 
Harold Budd, who is an expert in ambience. If you like this tune, but haven’t 
explored much of their discography, I strongly advise you to do so! Cocteau 
twins are beautiful revolutionaries of serene synth mastery. A PERFECT song. 


5. Ladies and Gentlemen We Are 
Floating in Space by Spiritualized Is a um 
one of a kind song with tranquil Spiritualized® 
frequencies. This title track from 1OQS wreereresetenan 
is a gift to the senses; it is a celestial 
journey of glorious harmony 
portraying an undeniably remarkable 
love ballad. No further words are 
necessary. 


space 


7. Wonder Boy by Morella’s Forest iis 
a top secret gem that I will not be 
gatekeeping. Throughout the song, 
there’s waxing and waning between 
feedback crescendo and ethereal 
melodies. This track should be 
discordant, but instead it creates a 
perfect balance of that sensational 
dreamo fuzzy guitar. “Wonder Boy” discing ORELLA'S FORE 
comes from their 1995 debut EP senpet QRELLA'’S FOR 
Super Deluxe. This band is quite aa 

unknown with less than 2,000 
monthly listeners which is 
astonishing considering the beauty 
and grit in their music. 


9, Gilded Lily by Cults (an absolute 
beauty and masterpiece from 
Cults), is a whirlwind of emotion. It 
released in October of 2088 on 
their third album Offering. Since 
then it has skyrocketed in 
popularity. The slow rise of 
keyboard and gentle vocals 
perfectly builds up the drum drop 
that’s backed by a beating 
synthesizer. Further, there is 
profound depth in the meaning 
behind “Gilded Lily”. Anyone can 
identify with the poetic lyrics 
chanting lines like, “Haven’t I given 
enough?” This is a sad one folks, 
but brilliant nonetheless. 


11. Valarie by Frank Zappa and 
The Mothers Of Invention. Hearing 
this song on its own, you’d never 
guess it’s Zappa. In fact, it sounds 
like northern soul. Very moving 
from the first note, and the mix of 
rhythm guitar, vocals, and 
woodwinds generates unique 
melodiousness. This outro track 
appears on a collab album from 
1970 dubbed Burnt Weeny 
Sandwich. That’s Zappa for you. 
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6. Title Fight’s Safe In Your Skin 
Starts with an abrupt opening and 
intense waveforms that may cause 
some listeners to skip at first, but for 
real, wait thirty seconds for the 
diminuendo. You will experience 
arguably one of the greatest guitar 
riffs of all time, followed by a head 
banging drop that you feel down to 
your toes. Title Fight is a 
quintessential screamo band that 
surfaced in 2009. Since then, they 
have reinvented melo-core, adding a 
shoegaze type distortion to their bass 
lines. Word on the street says they are 
on an ‘indefinite hiatus,’ but we need 
to hear more from this exceptional 
band. Equally as perfect, Head in the 
Ceiling Fan is another stellar release 
from Title Fight. 


8. You can’t breathe memories by 
Hood is, yet again, a secret tune I’m 
slightly reluctant to share. This one 
is beautiful, soft math-rock 
tranquility. With layered drum 
patterns, keyboard, and chilling 
vocals, this track is a special piece 
of music. It was never officially 
released on an album, but you can 
find the single on “The Lost You” 
from Domino Recordings in 2004. 


10. Next is Weeks Go by Like 
Days-My Morning Jacket. The 
strong appeal of this track comes 
from the euphonious vocals of Jim 
James and the sick rhythm of that 
bumping percussion. The vocal 
range hits the spot and the guitar 
solo just melts you. MMd are the 
kings of combining psychedelic 
synth with folk rock for harmonious 
perfection. This song is from a 2004 
compilation from Darla records. It 
was sampled by the band in 2019 as 
an Alt. Version; though the original 
pulls much harder on the 
heartstrings. 


12. Lastly, Cover Me Slowy by 
Deerhunter. I leave you with this; a 
minute and twenty one seconds of 
powerful instrumentals from an 
incredible artist. Headphones on, 
and full volume. Thank you. 
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In the modern streaming age, you might think physical media is a thing of the past; a relic ofa 
bygone era. But music in the form of vinyl records, and film and television in the form of blu-ray 
has been making quite the comeback in the last few years. 


While physical media is far from the juggernaut it once was, being the primary way to enjoy copies 
of music, film, and television at home, it’s slowly returning to its former glory. Collecting vinyl 
records is becoming more commonplace than the niche hipster hobby it once was thanks to 
programs like Record Store Day, major artists like Taylor Swift and Harry Styles, and classic 
groups like Fleetwood Mac and The Beatles re-pressing classic albums. 


Vinyl records are often seen by audiophiles and hobbyists alike as the highest quality method of 
listening to music. While it is true that vinyl records have the capacity to be higher quality than its 
counterparts in the industry, any audiophile will tell you it takes more than a suitcase Victrola 
record player and a cheap speaker to sound any better than Spotify over your car speakers. The 
proper equipment to get a clean sound from vinyl sound is often expensive and complicated, 
creating a barrier for new vinyl listeners to feel their part of the community. 


A cheaper alternative to vinyl records would be their smaller shinier cousins, CDs; king of the 
early 2000s, later dethroned by online streaming services like Deezer and Last.FM. CDs don’t 
degrade how vinyl does and most cars already have a stereo capable of playing them. While CDs 
aren’t inherently better than streaming, they have the capacity for storing lossless audio files. 
Lossless audio files have the same quality as a vinyl record, losing no data in the transfer from 
studio to disc. However, this does require either knowing where to find lossless CDs or files, and 
potentially burning them to disc yourself. 


For some people, music just isn’t that important to them. It’s just what you listen to while 
driving or working out, and that’s perfectly alright. High-quality audio is much more ofa 
hobby than it used to be. But with the streaming era extending to film and television as well, 
the state of physical video media is far more dire than audio. 


Big streaming services like Max and Disney+ are known to wordlessly remove projects from 
their catalogs, with others like Netflix and Prime Video jacking up prices and adding more 
expensive “ad free” tiers to their services. This is a far more finicky system than with audio, 
with people losing access to their favorite shows and movies with little notice. The easiest way 
to not lose access to these projects is simple; own them. It is far more difficult to own video 
than audio, however. 


Studios are less inclined to release movies on blu-ray after a theatrical release, and some 
streaming shows are meant to be “exclusive” to their platforms and never see the light ofa 
physical release. It’s important to save these projects on physical media not only for the sake 
of people who want to enjoy them now, but for future viewers who might not have access to 
them once these streaming services shut down, pull the show/movie from their catalog, or 
just become lost to time. 
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Music has an influence on people that most don’t realize. It can bear someone’s emotions, tell their 
stories, and tell listeners information that spoken word can’t convey, and UMW could benefit from 
more of it everywhere. 


Music is the backbone to most of what gets done around campus. It motivates people in the gym, 
keeps them focused while studying,and provides some pep for students to walk around campus to. 
A lot of people privately enjoy their music through headphones, but is music not more enjoyable 
when we experience it together? 


Now, I’m not saying we should be blaring music down Campus Walk aimlessly and without 
purpose. There should be some care and attention put into how it’s done. By playing music in very 
specific, hand picked locations, a stronger sense of camaraderie and school spirit could be 
brought to campus to help people feel like they belong at UMW. . 


To UMW’s credit, there are some places where music is featured prominently or in the 
background, either through events or just general ambiance, that are somewhat effective in how 
they do it. The Cedric Rucker University Center (CRUC) plays music all throughout the building, 
and the gym has music playing all day for students to enjoy while working out. The Campus 
Programming Board, CPB, holds weekly Karaoke that anyone can attend. Through a lot of 
background work, WMWC plays in the gym, Katora, select places in the library, and the DKC. So 
there is already a pretty good music scene, but how could UMW improve it? 


To start, downtown Fredericksburg has already got a great head start. Many places downtown 
have events or live music and solo performersthat UMW could benefit from. By giving more 
opportunities to these artists, more people would have the courage and outlet to show their stuff 
and receive support to create more music. 


The argument can be made that since downtown already has these events, why should UMW have 
them? The answer is simple, downtown Fredericksburg is not UMW, and UMW is not downtown 
Fredericksburg. If there were an outlet for students on campus, maybe a weekly eventfor student 
musicians to show the fruits of their labor, students would have a safer and more reliable option 
for showing their talents to their peers. By playing music in specific places, with emphasis on local 
or student artists, more confidence and inspiration would be put in students to want to create 
music. 


Places like common rooms in dorm buildings, or in the lobbies of academic buildings would be 
perfect for that type of ambiance. Dedicating certain rooms in the library as study rooms with 
soft, lyricless music playing in the background would give groups of students who like to study 
with music a place on campus to work with their friends.It would also open more ears to different 
types of music, which as lovers of music, everyone should strive for. While this change would take 
a lot of time, A lot of great progress has already been made around campus to play more music 
and let people indulge in one of the greatest joys in life With WMWC’s resurgence, this could 
become a reality soon, and if so, a 

future where you think of UMW as a music first school could be around the corner. 
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cond the UMW Studio Art Department present Saturday on WHC radio for 
FIRST FRIDAY 
GALLERY WALK 
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Do you want to get one every month delivered 
straight to YOU? 


Tear off the bottom section and ave your name. 


Drop it off at the station and you’Il get a copy of 
STATIC in your own eee copy mailbox 


“AIMW sox xxx” 


